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A new record of Lasiocampidae, 
new to the fauna of Euphrates Region in South Turkey 

(Lepidoptera) 


Muhabbet Kemal 1 Ahmet Omer Kocak 


Abstract: A new record of Lasiocampidae, new to the fauna of Euphrates Region in South Turkey 
(Lepidoptera). Cesa News 142: 1-3, 7 figs. 1 map. 

In this paper, Lasiocampa grandis ( Lasiocampidae ) is reported here as new to Urfa Province, and 
Euphrates Region in South Turkey. Early stages of the species are illustrated. Rubus sanctus 
(Rosaceae) is mentioned as a native larval food-plant in the region. A distributional map is also 
added. 
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Recently, the authors carried out field studies in Euphrates Region in South Turkey, and 
published the first faunistical results on the vernal Lepidoptera fauna of the territory (Kemal & 
Kogak, 2017a, 2017b). In the territory, only Lasiocampa eversmanni is known from Urfa Province. 
The authors mentioned a moderately grown caterpillar on Rubus sanctus plant at Birecik, Mezra 
390m (Fig.i), on 24 March 2017 (63Ba) (Kemal & Kogak, 2017a). In captivity the caterpillar has 
grown (Fig. 2), and pupated approximately on 5 May, inside of a well established cocoon (Fig. 3). 
After a long period (more than 4 months), a female moth of Lasiocampa grandis emerged on 25 
September, with a wingspan 73mm (Fig. 6). She has laid immediately a large number unfertilized 
eggs dispersedly (Fig. 7). Pupal skin is also illustrated below from two sides (Figs. 4, 5). 
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Lasiocampa grandis (Rogenhofer,i89i) (Figs. 1-7, Map 1) 

Lasiocampa grandis was described by Rogenhofer in 1891 from “Syrien” as “Gastropacha 
trifolii var. grandis”. The name salomonis Staudinger,i892 is currently considered as junior 
subjective synonym of it. On the European distribution of this species, together with the 
bionomical information, Witt (1982) published an important paper. Currently the species is known 
from Macedonia, Albania, Bulgaria, Greece, Iraq, Lebanon, Israel, Caucasus countries, and Iran 
(Fars). In Turkey, Lasiocampa grandis is widely distributed (21 provinces) (vide, Kogak & Kemal, 
2009). 





Figs. 1 -7. Lasiocampa grandis from Birecik (Urfa Prov., South Turkey) (63Ba). Top row : Habitat, 390m above sea level 
(left), grown caterpillar in captivity on 16 4 2017 (right); middle row : Cocoon (left), pupal skin from lateral and ventral 
sides (middle), adult female (right), unfertilized egg with enlarged micropylar area (bottom), M. Kemal (Cesa) 


2 



Nr. 142 


CesaNews 

Centre for Entomological Studies Ankara 


05 October 2017 


Native food-plant of the caterpillar, Rubus sanctus (Schreb) ( =anatolicus (Focke)) 
( Rosaceae ), is apparently new for the species. 

In this complementary note, the present record for Urfa Province is new. A distributional 
map is here given (Map 1), based upon the updated codes mentioned below: 

Range fin code) : MK AL BG GR TR IQ Ama Agh Amr LB Bsa IL Pa Hf Cc AM Arr AZ Nv GG 
IR Fa Shr 01 06 07 11 12 13 14 19 30 31 33 34 41 42 44 46 50 56 62 63 65 73 06R o6Rb o6Re 07C 
12A i2Aa 12E 13C i3Cf 13F 13F38 13G 13GU 13GW 19P 30D 30Df 31K 3iKa 33A 33Aj 34S 46G 46Gf 
56A 56Aa 56F 56F0 62E 63B 63Ba 65A 6sAi 73D 73Df 



Map 1 — Lasiocampa grandis ( Lasiocampidae ). Present record is in red. 
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